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It's that place we arrive at where we question who we are and where we are going! It
usually comes before a transition; however, before we can choose the path that is right
for us, we must look in different directions.

So, let’s travel to an actual physical crossroad. Let’s take a journey to a rural area, could
be anywhere — and it has to be in the middle of large fields, as far as your eye can see
fields, and in the summer time, and there has to be two roads coming to a crossroad —
there is a light breeze and the sun is shining with a few clouds in the sky, fluffy white
clouds, no hint of rain, just a perfect summer day.

And in this case, there are two people meeting at a crossroad, and the woman is having
a conversation with the man — giving him directions — in Texas. Let’s listen to their
conversation:

Bettina: You look lost.

Chuck: | do?

Bettina: Where’re you headed?

Chuck: Well, | was just about to figure it out.

Bettina: Well, that's 83 South, and this road here will hook you up with I-40 East, If you
turn right, that’ll take you to Amarillo, Flagstaff, California. And if you head back that
direction, you’ll find a whole lot of nothing all the way to Canada.

Chuck: | got it.
Bettina: All right, then, good luck, cowboy.
Chuck: Thank you.

And we know from the movie that Chuck follows the angel wings emblem that he saw
Bettina’s truck, the same emblem or at least half of it that was on the gate of the ranch
that he had just dropped off the package that had remained unopened for four years,
that he knew he had to deliver. He was being beckoned to follow a new path of
discovery.

Does anybody know what film this is? “Cast Away!” And one of my favourite films,
starring Tom Hanks and Wilson!

Chuck was literally stranded at a crossroads. He had four years to think about where his
life was going, but when he was stranded on that Island, he thought life would continue
from the point of time he left the US on that FedEx doomed flight. To him nothing was
changing — he would simply fit back in when he hopefully got back. But that is not what
happened as we know.

Life changes. It must. We come to crossroads, some of us more than others. It is a point
in time that we need to stop, look, and listen when we come to a crossroad, or we could
get run over! Sometimes a decision needs to be made quickly, and others could take



years, but the point is to recognize that change is coming — depending on which road
we take. And angel wings will be on our journey, wrapping us up in their protective
wings. In other words, we don’t need to do this alone. God is with us, guiding us.

Members of St. Andrew’s United Church knew we were coming to a crossroad, a point
in time that we started to question who we are and where are we going. Discerning a
future that was becoming more and more unclear — especially during COVID, although
this process that we call Doing Discipleship started over 5 years ago. It has been quite
the journey. Many, and | may say again, many meetings, with a Doing Discipleship
team, a team from TUCC, and we were introduced to Table Church where we worked
with each other, where we are still determining who we are and who we want to become
with Jesus as our support system. And many, many prayers.

The journey has been stressful and confusing and emotional at times. But with
moments of pure Joy. And God is with us, and we have learned more about each other
during this process, even though we have a lot more to do. And my hope and desire are
that we do know that God walks this path with us. That we continue to pray and listen in
our hearts to what God is asking us to do, which direction we should take — Becoming a
Sustainable Church, Collaborative Ministry, or Legacy.

So, from Table Church to the resignation of our former beloved minister Rev. Dave
LeGrand, to a search team which has now been decommissioned today, we are here for
a wonderful event, a covenanting service for Rev. Dr. Linda Marcotte, our transitional
minister who will be with for a least a year. Rev. Linda is here to guide us, walk with us,
provide pastoral care, and support, and as she says, teach us to have more Joy in our
lives. We are here today to recognize the new pastoral relationship that involves three
parties, the pastoral charge (St. Andrew’s United Church), Our Regional Council, and
Rev. Linda. However, in our own right, we each of us have our own ministry in what we
do to show God’s love every minute of each and every day.

Rev. Linda brings her own style, from a life of dedication to God’s word. She has
become to be known amongst her colleagues as a “tumble weed,” going wherever God
nudges her to go as she has worked in all ten provinces and three territories, including
three years in Yellowknife. So — she is used to the cold!

Rev. Linda hails from Wolfville, Nova Scotia, where she recently resigned from a
ministerial position with Orchard Valley United Church as the supply minister for Youth
and Young Families. She is a specialist in cultural/spiritual practice. She is passionate
about life and about her ministry. Rev. Linda loves working with children and youth, and
she is very comfortable at the pulpit and keen to get on with her mission with St.
Andrew’s United Church.

She and her husband Ari Snider, who is the new musical director here at St. Andrew’s,
are a team and work well together. They live in the Place as Linda insisted that this was
the place to be! You will notice that the anthem today is a composition written by Ari with
Hebrew lyrics. Ari is of the Jewish faith, and Rev. Linda and Ari share an inter-faith
union. We hope to benefit and become closer with our Sudbury Jewish family.

| was on the Search Committee and although | cannot divulge any information about the
process, meetings, etc., | can say that Rev Linda felt called to be here, and from what |



have seen, full of Joy! And | hope it is contagious as our community of faith needs joy as
the world is in a state of constant flux with so many difficult things happening, and that
we can come together and celebrate that this is a wonderful community of faith with a
mission that is unique to almost all United Churches as we own the building with its
precious tenants, both residential and commercial; that we are unique to be downtown
and see first-hand the experiences of the unhoused; that we want to make a difference;
and with Rev. Linda leading the way, supported by an incredible council, volunteers, and
parishioners who attend church faithfully in the seats or online, who themselves are
passionate about our mission and want to be excited about our future as we dip our
toes into the unknown and venture to discover which road to take.

On a final note — my husband Graham and | recently watched a PBS program called
Too Hot to — Handel — (yes, the composer Handel) a reworked version of the Messiah. |
had taped the performance. And it was mid-January, and as we had not had time to
watch it, | had decided to delete it. But | felt a little voice tell me that we should watch it.
So, with buttered popcorn to share, we sat down to watch and did not know what to
expect except a wonderful performance of one of our favourite compositions. We had
just sung in a joint choir at the Sudbury Symphony’s concert where we sang some
selections from the Messiah — it was a wonderful experience. And Graham and | were
part of a choir that sang the Messiah at Lincoln Hall in New York City 11 years ago, so
how could this performance be even better than these. Well, we were absolutely
mesmerized by the performance which was taped at London’s Royal Albert Hall. One of
my favourites was “Every Valley Shall be Exalted.” The premise behind the composition
was to get to the Hallelujah Chorus faster and leave the audience breathless. The
orchestra, the two soloists, the conductor, and the choir, worked their wonders and gave
Messiah a new life. The talent was off the charts. The mix of brass, strings, saxophones,
organ and piano, electric guitar, and percussion was incredible. Working for a common
goal, working together to produce something | think is even better than the original
composition. May we do the same. May we reimagine our church. May we find a
simpler life in our church, may we reduce our workload, so that we may we put new
energy into our mission. May we love and care for each other more. May we listen to
each other. May we discern the road ahead. May we be more joyful.

In this the 100" anniversary year of the United Church of Canada may it inspire each
and every one of us. May St. Andrew’s United Church honour the relationship with Rev.
Linda and be inspired by her.

And when we come to a crossroad and our GPS is not working remember to use GGS —
God’s Guiding System during this Doing Discipleship process, and may we pray that we
feel the guidance from our beloved saviour, Jesus, who is always there as we discover
new life and purpose. As Rev. Linda has on her information card: “Behold, we are about
to do something new.” Amen.



