Parting Words
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by Rev. Dave Le Grand

| once heard these words of wisdom, tongue firmly in cheek: There is a fine line
between a long, drawn-out sermon and a hostage situation.

So, I'm going to make this Message brief. We are parting ways, congregation and
Minister. | think that our Bible readings offer good parting thoughts for us, each of us, as
we go from here on separate but parallel paths.

Of course, the Ecclesiastes reading, “For everything there is a season.” | had to laugh
when, over this past week, someone wisely warned of the danger of using this passage
today, that it might make today feel like a funeral. Everything does have its season. St.
Andrew’s has had many wonderful seasons.

But, let me leave this parting thought: that the season you are entering as a community
of faith could be a particularly interesting one! You have invested yourselves in a deep
process of spiritually and practically, reflecting on who you are, on your neighbourhood,
on your neighbours and partners. God is doing something altogether different in your
midst. Today, let us celebrate that, even as we feel the anxiety of uncertainty. God’s
signature is all over the history of this church, and knowing you as | do, you have the
faith to know that God’s work among you is only beginning.

The Mark reading: parables about God’s kin-dom, God’s reign, God’s Dream unfolding. |
like these two parables — these absurd images meant to make us think about what
God’s vision might be like. First, the seeds planted, the person sleeps, and the seed
grows. Pretty absurd. Pretty boring, as it was supposed to be. God’s vision will
inevitably happen, regardless of what we do. Sometimes we want to feel like we are
essential to God’s work. And in some ways, we are. But this is the humbling truth —
perhaps putting our minds and hearts at ease — God’s work is going to happen
regardless. We can get on board with it, or we might not. Either way, God is at work,
thanks be to God.

And then, about that mustard seed. You may have a moment of cognitive dissonance —
modern translation today talked about an acorn — just keeping you on your toes. The
main character, ubiquitous in church storytelling, it is the parable of the mustard seed
that grows into a mighty mustard tree. No! Not a mustard “tree”, but a mustard “plant”, a
weed, really. Jesus here is winking at his ancient listeners when he tells this one.

Mustard plants are growing everywhere. They are weeds in ancient Palestine. God’s
vision, God’s community, is like a weed. A resilient plant that supports the ecosystem,
and it is not going away. We ARE like that, if we can embrace our weedy-ness. | watch
with amazement, walking past an almost perfect lawn, no dandelions, but a person on
their knees plucking the weeds individually. On our lawn, | embrace the yellow flowers,
the beautiful red paintbrush weeds. The point is it depends on your perspective. A weed
to one person, but a flower to another.

To our culture, a small family-sized church in the downtown, once a much larger
congregation, might seem not-so-successful. But if the observer looks closely at what
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that smaller family sized congregation can do — well, it is quite impressive. Not the
quantity of ministries, but the quality and care with which St. Andrew’s does ministry,
among its congregation, its residents in St. Andrew’s Place, and working with partner
agencies to care for the very vulnerable neighbours in this neighbourhood.

How do we keep doing it, when we are tired, and getting older? We let God do the
leading — God’s kin-dom vision. We get on board with that vision. May we embrace our
mustard seed weedy-ness. That resiliency that only comes from being God’s
countercultural, radical litle community downtown in Sudbury.

To recall our Vision Statement: GROWING SPIRITUALLY, we still do that every Sunday.
You and |, as we reach this fork in the road, taking separate paths we will continue to
grow, if we let God take the lead. BUILDING COMMUNITY. TRANSFORMING LIVES.
God’s Vision is beckoning this congregation, you, to claim your identity as a smaller,
family-sized, church. Letting go of old structures and thinking, and embracing the
altogether new ways that God is doing among you, and with me too. Amen.
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