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It is a challenging world, if we keep our eyes open and notice things in the world. We
easily notice beautiful things around us, but we also see unfair things, even devastating
realities, regularly. We might be driven to the point of closing our eyes because we think
we can't tolerate it.

Many of you know that | served the World Council of Churches in Palestine and Israel,
based in Bethlehem, Palestine. Among many, | had one particularly painful day,
witnessing to the inhumanity of one dominant country having invaded another, and
watching Palestinians trying to cross an Israeli checkpoint to get to their work, their
families in East Jerusalem. So many people, children, seniors were demeaned and
denied routinely that morning.

Returning to our team apartment, there was this beautiful fragrant pink rose bush at the
front, and | stood there and breathed in deeply the scent of that rose. That scent, that
very poignant moment, put things in perspective for me — how the beauty and awfulness
of life are in such a fragile balance.

Tracey was walking downtown with our — at the time, young — daughter, Sophia. There
was someone sitting along the sidewalk, and Sophia went to talk to the person. She
wanted to give something to that person, came back to her mom, asked if she could
give him something. Mom said yes, so she went over to the man and asked, “How much
would you like?”

Like a child. Remembering that we are children of God, that our call is to see life as fully
as we can through the eyes, the filter of wonder and hope, of a child. We are called to
care, to have our hearts broken, to try to make a difference. But at the end of the day,
Jesus points our attention to the children in our lives — to sit with them, see the world
from a lens of wonder and possibility. Even the evils that humans inflict on one another.
Even as we have to make very difficult decisions in our own lives. Ultimately, we are
God'’s children, called to love, called to care. Amen.
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