
August 18, 2024 Leader: Lachlan Duncanson-Hales, Climate Motivator Page 1 

 

The Problem, the Solution, and the Pathway 
A message shared with the congregation of St. Andrew’s United Church 

August 18, 2024 
by Lachlan Duncanson-Hales, CSRC Climate Motivator 

 
“THE PROBLEM” 

Ephesians chapter 5, verses 15 to 20 
Be careful, then, how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most of the time, 
because the days are evil. So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. Do not 
get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs to one another, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 
giving thanks to God at all times and for everything in the name of Jesus. 

 
Talk: What is the truth? 

Regarding climate change, the problem we are facing is that we are running out of time. The main 
point of my event in July, Solutions and Pathways, was to illustrate this fact, and the steps that can 
be taken moving forward. We are running out of time, and we need to be very intentional about 
how we go about not only choices in how we combat climate change but also in how we live our 
own lives moving forward. This year alone we have seen record-breaking heatwaves across the 
country, record flooding in Montreal, and the wildfires in Alberta. These all speak for themselves 
and are direct results of climate change. In short, we are running out of time to act. And that’s just 
what we need to do act, we need to be intentional in how we live going forward. We need to be 
intentional in how we live our lives in relation to the earth, and while it can be very easy to fall into 
despair and hopelessness, there is always hope. 
 
That was the focal point of Solutions and Pathways. While there are all these things happening due 
to climate change, flooding in the costal and Atlantic regions, wildfires in Alberta, it is crucial to not 
loose hope. There are things we can do both as individuals and crucially as a community to fight 
climate change and make the world a better place moving forward. But we need to be intentional 
with our actions, climate change has gotten as bad as it has due to the ignorance of those in 
positions of power, who deem the world as acceptable loses to make profit. To combat this, we 
must be intentional with our actions, be intentional in how we live our lives, and be intentional with 
choices that may impact more than just us. Taking steps to reduce carbon emissions wherever we 
can live in right relation with the earth! 

Prayer 
Source of love and forgiveness. We lament the harm that humans have caused Creation. We may 
try, but often we choose convenience, creature comforts over caring for creation and leaving gentle 
footprints on this earth. Open our ears to your wisdom spoken through modern climate prophets, 
through children who often hear your truths more readily than adults. May we resolve today to 
move from being part of the problem to being part of, seeking together, solutions. Amen. 

 
“THE SOLUTION” 

Psalm 91 – VU p. 807 
Refrain: 
     “And I will raise you up on eagle’s wings, 
     bear you on the breath of dawn, 
     make you to shine like the sun, 
     and hold you in the palm of my hand.” 

You who dwell in the shelter of your God, 
who abide in God’s shadow for life, 
     say to your God: “My refuge, 
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     my rock in whom I trust!” 
The snare of the fowler will never capture you, 
and famine will bring you no fear: 
     under God’s wings your refuge, 
     God’s faithfulness your shield. 

Refrain: 
     “And I will raise you up on eagle’s wings, 
     bear you on the breath of dawn, 
     make you to shine like the sun, 
     and hold you in the palm of my hand.” 

You need not fear the terror of the night, 
nor the arrow that flies by day; 
     though thousands fall about you, 
     near you it shall not come. 
For to the angels is given a command 
to guard you in all your ways; 
     upon their hands they will bear you up, 
     lest you dash your foot against a stone. 

Refrain: 
     “And I will raise you up on eagle’s wings, 
     bear you on the breath of dawn, 
     make you to shine like the sun, 
     and hold you in the palm of my hand.” 

“Because they have set their love upon me 
I will deliver them, 
     I will uphold them because 
     they know my name. 
When they call to me I will answer, 
     I will be with them in trouble; 
I will rescue and bring them to honour. 
     With long life I will satisfy them, 
     and show them my saving power.” 

Refrain: 
     “And I will raise you up on eagle’s wings, 
     bear you on the breath of dawn, 
     make you to shine like the sun, 
     and hold you in the palm of my hand.” 

Talk 
Now I just talked about the problem that is climate change. What is the solution? The solution is us. 
We need to come together to fight this crisis and to help those who will be most impacted by this 
emergency. There are small things each of us can do: carpool, when possible, reduce our own 
emissions in anyway we can. There are also things we can do as a church. The United Church has 
a grant program called Faithful Footprints which aids churches in renovating to have more green 
heating systems or green architecture, as emissions coming from running the building can be very 
high and reducing those emissions wherever possible is a great thing to do. Thinking big picture, 
though I am reminded of a conversation I had with a friend several weeks ago, the conclusion that 
we came to is that it will not be one thing that brings us to the solution of climate change. It won’t 
be one person, who invented one thing, that will save us. It will be a whole bunch of things and 
people working together to make the change we need to combat climate change. That’s why I 
chose to have this picture up now, it shows many different people, with a variety of different 
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backgrounds and experiences coming together in pursuit of a better world, to show that while yes 
time is short there are solutions both big and small. 
 
What we need to do is be intentional in how we act both as individuals and as a community. Being 
intentional about working with community partners to help fight climate change, looking for those in 
our community that are already making noise about climate change and lending our voices to 
theirs. We also need to be helping those who are the most vulnerable; they feel the impacts of 
climate change first and most severely, and they need the help. While it is difficult and hard to 
make the sacrifices necessary to combat climate change, if we do so together as a community and 
work with community partners then there is only one thing to do, and that is get on the pathway 
forward! 

 
Prayer 

Holy catalyst, ignite in us a passion to adapt to this new world, new attitudes, new ways of living 
that will not just mitigate climate catastrophe, but perhaps working towards healing of the water, the 
earth, the atmosphere and all the creatures – an ecosystem within which we are deeply 
interconnected. In this brief, silent, moment, may we ponder concrete, tangible, changes we can 
make, small changes that we can make in our daily routines, may we share them in the silence of 
our hearts with you… (silence)… Amen. 

 
“THE PATHWAY” 

Reading – Psalm 111 
Hallelujah! I give thanks to God with everything I’ve got— 
Wherever good people gather, and in the congregation. 
God’s works are so great, worth a lifetime of study—endless enjoyment! 
Splendor and beauty mark God’s craft; 
God’s generosity never gives out. 
God’s miracles are his memorial— 
This God of Grace, this God of Love. 
God gave food to those who are in awe of him, 
and remembered to keep his ancient promise. 
God proved to God’s children that he could do what he said: 
…God manufactures truth and justice; 
products are guaranteed to last— 
Never out-of-date, never obsolete, rust-proof. 
All that God makes and does is honest and true: 
God paid the ransom for his people, 
God ordered his Covenant kept forever. 
God is so personal and holy, worthy of our respect. 
The good life begins in the fear of God— 
Do that and you’ll know the blessing of God. 
God’s Hallelujah lasts forever! 

 
Talk: Forgiving ourselves for being drawn into untruth 

Now the way that this psalm talks about fear is interesting. Fear in this context isn’t being afraid, it’s 
being in awe of something. For the case of today we are in awe of the earth and the fear is coming 
from seeing it wither and die due to humanity’s actions. However, its crucial to remember that fear 
isn’t always a bad thing, there is wisdom in it and while the climate crisis can be big and scary, it is 
vitally important to not loose hope. Fear can disassociate us from the world, make us feel 
disconnected and alone. But hope, hope draws us together binds us in a feeling of warmth, of 
possibility that while the road to fight climate change is long, it’s scary, we still have hope. Hope in 
our best qualities, hope in each other and hope that together we can see this crisis through. 
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The world is a beautiful hopeful place, there is beauty and wonder all around us. I just spent a 
week on Manitoulin and every day watching the sunset across the lake I was reminded just how 
beautiful it can be, and I will fight for that beauty. I will fight so that we don’t have to say goodbye to 
these wonderful places, but crucially I can’t do it alone. You can’t do it alone. We can’t do it alone. 
To walk the pathway forward we need to do it together. When one of us starts to lose strength we 
can lean on each other, be filled of wonder by the world together, and fight for a better world 
together. We can be inspired by each other, I for one am inspired by the other climate motivators. 
We are a group of wildly different individuals who are coming together for the same reason to help 
combat climate change. And doing so in our own ways, some are planting pollinator gardens to 
help biodiversity in their communities. Some are taking advantage of faithful footprints and looking 
to renovate their churches with more efficient means of heating, and some are creating platforms 
for experts to talk about what can be done by those in power to really combat climate change and 
show the real cost of staying on fossil fuels. 

 
Haudenosaunee Thanksgiving Address 
Let us bring our minds together as one, as we send greetings and thanks to each other – as people in 
these gathered faces.  

We see that the cycles of life continue; We have been given the duty and responsibility to live in 
balance and harmony with each other and all living things.  

We are all thankful to our Mother, the Earth, for she gives us all that we need for life.  

We give thanks to all the waters of the world for quenching our thirst and sustaining all life on earth, 
including the fish. 

We turn toward the Plants, as far as the eye can see, the Plants grow, working many wonders. We 
give thanks to all plant life – berries, trees, and the medicine herbs that cover Mother Earth. We give 
thanks for the edible plants that we harvest from gardens and fields, especially the Three Sisters. 

We thank the beautiful animal life of the world, and all the birds who move and fly over our heads. 

We are thankful to the powers we know as the Four Winds who purify the air we breathe and help to 
bring the change of seasons. 

Now we turn our gaze to the west where our grandfathers, the Thunder Beings, live with their lightning 
and thundering voices. 

Thanks too to our eldest brother the Sun, our oldest Grandmother, the Moon, and the Stars who are 
spread across the sky like jewelry. 

We thank the enlightened Teachers who have come to help throughout the ages. 

And we turn now our thoughts to the Creator, or Great Spirit, and send greetings and thanks for all the 
gifts of Creation. 

AND NOW OUR MINDS ARE ONE. 
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