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Out into the wilderness, the Gospel writer tells us that Jesus is pushed right after his 
Baptism moment. Out into the desert, to the edge, the fringe, of life. It is the archetypal, 
the most primal journey, that the spiritual “Hero” must make in many religious stories, 
according to legendary mythologist Joseph Campbell.1 It is our journey too. 

The “Devil” gives Jesus tests. He entices Jesus with food after 40 days without eating, 
when Jesus’ senses are frayed. Then, the Devil entices Jesus to think simplistically. 
Remember, Jesus is disoriented out there on the edge, “Jump Jesus, after all you are 
the Son of God - right?” goads the entity. 

Finally, the Jesus is offered limitless power, and, at the heart of it, an appeal to his own 
self importance. 

The journey of Lent begins. Some of you inaugurated it intentionally in some way over 
the past week. Following Jesus out to edge of comfort, the edge of tolerance, to where 
he, and we, contend with our demons, is the work of Lent. 

I have to confess that I personally don’t believe in a literal creature called the “Devil” that 
lurks and tempts us. I do, however, believe that this world is full of gods, that is, gods 
with a little “g”, that lurk all around us to offer quick, easy, temptingly comfortable 
options in life to distract us from living the lives we were put on this earth to live. Think 
about the minefield of temptations in your typical day; the enticements to adopt attitudes 
that maintain our comfort. To name only one, think about how easy it is to choose to 
interact primarily with people who share our values – how intentional we need to be, on 
the other hand, to stay in a conversation with someone who agitates my fragile system, 
challenges me the edge of my tolerance. 

The theology of this world we live in, if any concept of “God” is portrayed, is of a God 
who caters to all of my needs and desires. The Religious Right in the United States 
proclaims that God wants you to be successful – aligning their faithful with our 
consumer-driven society that puts “me” at the centre of the universe. Life as far from the 
edge as possible. 

Then we contend with Jesus of the Gospels. Jesus is there, if we decide to follow him, 
wherever he takes us; he rarely chooses an easy path and he never panders to his poor 
friends the disciples. They are nomads, wandering, from village to village in our 
Gospels, and Jesus is getting popular, drawing crowds. He could bask there in his high 
profile. Time and again he goes off the path; in one story he finds the most loathed 
person in the community, the tax man who fleeces everyone as society allows him to 
do! Two weeks from now, the Lectionary readings will take us, whether we want to go or 
not following Jesus, out to a Samaritan town. As I say “Samaritan”, we must remember 
that within Jesus’ Jewish circles the Samaritans were despised. Not only will Jesus go 

 
1 The Power of Myth. Episode 1, “The Hero’s Adventure”. Bill Moyers interviews Joseph Campbell in 6 episodes, 
and can be found at https://billmoyers.com/series/joseph-campbell-and-the-power-of-myth-1988/. 
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to a bad part of town for a good Jew, but in that story he finds himself alone with a 
Samaritan woman – that is bad. Worse yet, she has a bad reputation for broken 
marriages. The big Gospel plot twist, though, is that this Samaritan woman becomes a 
major hero of the Gospels – going back to her home, telling the Story of Jesus, and 
inspiring many Samaritans to follow Jesus. 

The Gospel writers take us on an adventure with Jesus, way off the acceptable path 
according to his society. Why, we wonder, do we find Jesus repeatedly choosing the 
edges? Was he a pathological masochist? A sucker for punishment? 

Veering off the “safe” path changes our perspective. I think back to the newly 
inaugurated Pope Francis famously exiting the armoured pope-mobile to connect with 
the crowd. In 2014 CNN reported: 

Since the assassination attempt on then-Pope John Paul II in 1981, the head of 
the Roman Catholic Church has customarily used the custom-made glass-sided 
Popemobile when in public. But Francis has taken his own approach to 
transport… Creating a headache for those tasked with ensuring his security. 

The Pope really took Jesus seriously. And what is the Pope’s reason for making life 
difficult for his handlers? “I know that something could happen to me, but it’s in the 
hands of God.”2 

A challenging invitation for us, this Lent, to say the least! To journey outside of our 
comfort zone in intentional ways. Why? Because we will see the world from a different 
perspective. A different vantage point from the edge might change us. 

I’m embarrassed to admit that I don’t get out much. Literally, I don’t get out of the church 
office enough. One Friday night, the Out of the Cold supper was cancelled due to 
weather and I went down to the front foyer here. I saw a couple of people outside 
looking agitated. I went out to talk with them, and they were not impressed to hear that 
the supper was cancelled. The conversation included some colourful language. But as I 
talked with them, listened, I heard the litany of challenges that people on the fringes live 
with. From scraping enough change together to buy a coffee, to trying to be among the 
first in line to get a bed at the shelter. Incidentally, from those gentlemen I received a, 
“you’re not so bad, even if you are a pastor” as they chuckled, waved, and walked 
away. 

What “edge” might God be calling you to journey to in your life? What are the attitudes 
in your repertoire that might need updating, views that feel a bit inconsistent with what 
Jesus teaches you? What challenges to your comfort lurk in your life, but if you face 
them you know deep down God might be there? 

That image on screen is of a sculpture entitled “Homeless Jesus” created by Timothy 
Schmalz – there are about 75 of them in cities across North America. There has been 
criticism of this installation, though. Some church leaders see it as making Jesus too 
human. There have also been a few 911 calls from people worried about the homeless 
guy with holes in his feet out in the cold on that bench in front of the church. 

 
2June 14, 2014, CNN. Laura Smith-Spark https://www.cnn.com/2014/06/14/world/europe/pope-francis-interview-
popemobile/index.html 



Page 3  Theology from the Edges   Matthew 4:1-11  Lent 1A   March 1, 2020 
 

I invite you to crack open your Bibles, or find Biblegateway.com and read again the 
Gospel stories of Jesus. You will see that over and over and over again, Jesus calls his 
disciples, and by extension, us, out to the edge – to the edges of their comfort zones, 
and to the fringes of what was considered acceptable society. 

Accept this Lent invitation to look at your life, your comfort zone; go to the edge where 
Jesus might just be waiting for you. 


