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ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH 
June 26, 2022 – Love Your Neighbour … LOVE like you 

Welcome to Worship 
Join us for a Zoom Virtual Coffee Time at 7:00 p.m. Sunday, June 26. 

Email sketchingalong4@gmail.com to get the Zoom link. 
Prelude 

Opening Hymn: MV 144 Like a Healing Stream, vv. 2, 3, 4 
2. Like a gentle rain on a thirsty garden, 
Spirit water come to nourish tiny seed, 
God is bubbling through the soil to coax a new creation, 
yearning for an end to want and need… like a gentle rain. 

3. Like a river strong with a restless current, 
Spirit water rushing on to distant shore, 
God is carving out a channel in a new direction, 
calling for an end to hate and war… like a river strong. 

4. Like a mighty sea reaching far horizons, 
Spirit water with a love both deep and wide, 
God is working in our hearts to shape a new tomorrow: 
God will always challenge and provide! 
Like a mighty sea, like a river strong, 
like a gentle rain, like a healing stream. 

Inviting Holy Light 
In a time of change and confusion, 
we need a source of unwavering light. 

In a time of transition and change, 
we need a light to show us the way. 

May the light of Christ be this light for every one of us. 
May it shine in our hearts all of our days.  [lights candle] 

Hymn: VU 402, We Are One, vs. 1 
1. We are one as we come, as we come, joyful to be here, 
in the praise on our lips there’s a sense that God is near. 
We are one as we sing, as we seek, we are found; 
and we come needful of God’s grace as we meet together in this place. 

Nurturing Safe Space 
We are all children of God. All are welcome in worship here – all backgrounds, all experiences of 
gender identity, whatever your experience, you are a child of our Creator God and you are 
welcome. 

Acknowledging Traditional Territory 
We begin this time of worship by acknowledging that we are meeting on the land of the 
Atikemeksheng Anishnawbek, and the Wahnapitae First Nation. This land has been inhabited by 
Indigenous peoples from the beginning. We thank all the generations of Indigenous people who 
have taken care of this land and been its stewards for thousands of years. We give thanks for the 
countless ways they have assisted the settler peoples who came to this land. We also recognize 
the contributions Métis, Inuit, and other Indigenous peoples have made in shaping and 
strengthening this region, the provinces, and Canada as a whole. May the Creator hold us gently 
in this time as all mourn the loss of innocent Indigenous children’s lives. Meegwetch. All my 
relations. 
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Welcome and Announcements 
Welcome to St. Andrew’s worship. We are so blessed to have talents and dedication of so many 
who make it possible for us to be here today. Thank you all.  

We return our hearts and minds to the call to Love our Neighbours who are so very unlike us. That 
can be a challenge – to love those who seem different, we are tempted to fall back into “us and 
them-ness”. For these next 4 Sundays we will explore how we Love our Neighbour “who doesn’t 
love like us.” We turn to wonder as we face the unfamiliar, as we seek to love unconditionally as 
Jesus taught. 

Those at home or if you are new here, please note the credits at the end of this worship on screen 
with contact information – Facebook, our website, email, and our phone number. You can contact 
us in many ways to say hello and allow us to get to know you. We also have a Virtual Fellowship 
time is tonight at 7:00 with hosts Bev and Diane. Diane’s email is also in the credits so you can 
request your Zoom link to Zoom Social Hour. Please join us. We’d love to see you there. 

Call to Worship 
We enter this space of joyful welcome, to worship our Creator God together. 
We listen together for the great Stories of the one who cares for Creation with compassion 
and extravagant Love. 

We open our hearts, minds, spirits, and souls, 
to experience the Good News – in song, scripture, and prayer. 

Opening Prayer 
Source of Grace and Love, we offer this opening prayer. To call it an opening prayer suggests it’s 
an opening into something more, an opening of a door into this time of worship. We ask your 
blessing, so that this is exactly what it is as we worship here, now. Nurture our faith and our trust 
in the fullness of your gifts. Open doors into our life’s journey and reveal to us a picture of the 
room filled with life, hope, and promise – a life that we can genuinely all a journey of discipleship 
as followers of Jesus. We pray this … 

The Prayer Jesus Taught 
… along with a newer version of the Prayer that Jesus taught: 
Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, Holy and blessed is your true name. We pray for your 
reign of peace to come, We pray that your good will be done, Let heaven and earth become 
one. Give us this day the bread we need, Give it to those who have none. Let forgiveness 
flow like a river between us, From each one to each one. Lead us to holy innocence 
Beyond the evil of our days — Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. For yours is the power 
and the glory and the mercy: Forever your name is All in One. Amen. 

Hymn: VU 289 It Only Takes a Spark, vs. 1 
1. It only takes a spark to get a fire going, 
and soon all those around can warm up in its glowing: 
that’s how it is with God’s love, once you’ve experienced it: 
you spread God’s love to everyone, you want to pass it on. 

Time Up Front 
You might bring a stuffy – talk about stuffies and other favourite things that we like to take with us 
everywhere. I have something here that very few people understand why I like it, why I like to 
hang onto it. I have forgotten it, and wow did I ever notice it, when I went on a trip. It was all I 
thought about for awhile. I thought about going ack to get it, but I kept going. I survived without it, 
but I sure looked for it when I returned home. 
Have you ever had an experience like that? Sometimes we have to leave things, and it’s hard. 
Anyone in the congregation have a toy, something you are attached to even now? Something that 
you would hate to lose or break? 
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Sometimes we have to leave things. Sometimes even to let things go. My favourite sweater that 
has holes in it, but it feels so good. 

Jesus talked about this with his friends. He asked his friends to follow him, but they said, “Wait, 
hang on. I’ll be there in a minute.” 

Have you ever said that to someone, you were playing a game but your family needed to go and 
you said, “Just a minute mom…or dad… or grandma.” 

That won’t work. When it’s time to go, you have to go. Sometimes you have to leave what you’re 
doing when there is something more important to do. Jesus tells us that. Be ready to share, or to 
love someone or show some care for someone who really needs it. 

You might be thinking, I want to go home to play on my device. But maybe God is saying, come, 
help this kid, include this person in your game on the playground, pay attention to that person who 
is hurt. Love. 

God is always with us, ready to help us, love us, and take care of us. In fact, some people carry 
objects to remind them that God is with them, it might be a necklace or a little cross or card with a 
beautiful poem or Bible verse on it. I had a special cross necklace long ago, a friend bought for me 
when she went on a long trip. The cross was the shape of a person. 

One day a man in the hospital was very, very sick. He liked my necklace. He didn’t go to church, 
but he wanted to hold onto something that reminded him that God loved him. I knew that I needed 
to give him my necklace. He went to heaven, and I knew that he took my necklace along with him 
for some of that journey, to assure him that God’s love was with him. I felt sad without my 
necklace, but I felt happier than you can imagine to know that it gave that man comfort. 

This is a repeat after me prayer: 
Thank you God, 
For all the reminders around us 
That you love us sooooo much. 
May we remember 
That nothing we might play with 
Will make us happier 
Than your love for us, 
And loving everybody. 
Loving absolutely, positively, every one. Amen. 

Hymn: VU 289 It Only Takes a Spark, vs. 2 
2. What a wondrous time is spring when all the trees are budding, 
the birds begin to sing, the flowers start their blooming; 
that’s how it is with God’s love, once you’ve experienced it: 
you want to sing, it’s fresh like spring, you want to pass it on. 

Scripture Readings (Betty McFarlane)  
Galatians 5 assorted verses (Common English Bible) 
Christ has set us free for freedom. Therefore, stand firm and don’t submit You were called to 
freedom, brothers and sisters; only don’t let this freedom be an opportunity to indulge your selfish 
impulses, but serve each other through love. All the Law has been fulfilled in a single statement: 
Love your neighbour as yourself. But if you bite and devour each other, be careful that you don’t 
get eaten up by each other! 

I say be guided by the Spirit and you won’t carry out your selfish desires. A person’s selfish 
desires are set against the Spirit, and the Spirit is set against one’s selfish desires. They are 
opposed to each other, so you shouldn’t do whatever you want to do. But if you are being led by 
the Spirit, you aren’t under the Law. to the bondage of slavery again. 
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The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control. There is no law against things like this. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the self with its passions and its desires. 

If we live by the Spirit, let’s follow the Spirit. 
 
Luke 9:51-62 (New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition) 
When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he sent 
messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to prepare for his 
arrival, but they did not receive him because his face was set toward Jerusalem. When his 
disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come 
down from heaven and consume them?” But he turned and rebuked them, and said, “You do not 
know what spirit you are of, for the Son of Man has not come to destroy the lives of humans but to 
save them.”  

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” And 
Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay his head.”  

To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” And Jesus 
said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of 
God.”  

Let us pray: God of all creation, be our strength and hope. Give us courage to say "yes" to your 
call to discipleship. Embolden us to speak truth, confront injustice, to love absolutely every 
neighbour, and to work to bring about your reign on earth. Amen. 

Message: “Loving Our Neighbours, Week 1: Guided more by Spirit than by Law” 

Time for Quiet Reflection 

In Paul's letter to the Galatians, he challenges them (and us) to choose between being guided by 

God’s Spirit or by the desires of the world. 

What does it mean to you to live by the Spirit? 

Anthem: MV 10 Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom Deb McIntosh & Tracey LeGrand 
1. Come and seek the ways of Wisdom, she who danced when earth was new. 
Follow closely what she teaches, for her words are right and true. 
Wisdom clears the path to justice, showing us what love must do. 

2. Listen to the voice of Wisdom, crying in the marketplace. 
Hear the Word made flesh among us, full of glory, truth, and grace. 
When the word takes root and ripens, peace and righteousness embrace. 

3. Sister Wisdom, come, assist us; nurture all who seek rebirth. 
Spirit-guide and close companion, bring to light our sacred worth. 
Free us to become your people, holy friends of God and earth. 

Minute for Mission: “Every Gift is a Story of Generosity” 
Behind every act of generosity there’s a story. Those who work in the United Church’s 
Philanthropy Unit have the privilege of hearing these stories from generous supporters. 
Sometimes the story involves honouring someone significant through a gift; other times it’s 
responding to a deep internal impulse to create positive change in the world. 

Each story shared is inspiring, but this note included in a cheque sent by Rock Lake Pastoral 
Charge in Manitoba is especially delightful: 
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“Please find enclosed our cheque for $125.00. One of our member’s great-grandchildren rolled 
loose coins they found around the house. There was 1 roll of loonies, 6 rolls of quarters, 6 rolls of 
dimes, and 5 rolls of nickels. The three children ages 12, 9, and 7 were told if they rolled the coins, 
they could use the money however they wanted. They decided very quickly that they wanted to 
give it to children/people of Ukraine. They brought the money to Rock Lake Pastoral Charge and 
asked to have the money sent through The United Church of Canada for Emergency 
Response―Ukraine. They wanted it to go through the church because their great-grandmother 
loved the church.” 

This story represents thoughtful, intentional giving at its finest. “The children could have gone and 
bought a toy or chocolate bar but they thought about it and decided to give it to help the people of 
Ukraine. They were so proud when they came into the office. It was a big heavy bag of coins they 
carried for seven or eight blocks to get here. They were really pleased to present it,” says office 
administrator Linda Sharpe. 

Every gift given is a treasure. Every gift given tells a story about generosity. 

Thank you for supporting the work we do together as a United Church. May the story we tell in our 
giving and receiving bring us ever more near the heart of God. 

Offering Moment 
Your donations will help St. Andrew’s to partner with people who help the most vulnerable 
downtown. Giving to the United Church of Canada’s Mission and Service allows us collectively to 
reach out to Ukraine and other places needing love and community. Thank you for sharing your 
time, talents, and treasures. 

Dedication Hymn: MV 191 What Can I Do?  (sing twice) 
What can I do? What can I bring? 
What can I say? What can I sing? 
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. 
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. 

Dedication Prayer 
Liberating God, you set us free so we can bind ourselves to the way of love.  Enable us to live in 
the Spirit.  And may the spiritual fruits increase within and among us:  love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Amen. 

Prayers of Community 
Eternal One, we often wander in our prayers, losing our way in a dozen distractions, jumbling 
thoughts, tripping over words. Yet we pray because we breathe, because we sing, and love and 
struggle. 

We pray because we cannot still this longing or you, this urge to thank you, to ask for your help, 
this holy nudge to seek you for what we cannot be or do without you. We pray because we are 
yours, and beneath our bustle and clamour we know that. God, ease us now out of our 
shallowness and help us into the deep waters of your grace. 

We thank you for this mysterious give of life, for all its songs and skirmishes. It’s haste stopping 
beauty, its tender mercies, its honest dialogues, its small celebrations and broad visions. O 
Compassionate Father-Mother, abide with us wherever we are, in whatever season, to enable our 
caring to be wise, our support honest, our concerns thoughtful, our loves as well as our fears be 
accurate, our spirits so open to your guidance that we will become faithfully daring, expectantly 
patient, responsibly hopeful with each other and with your people in our neighbourhoods and 
around our global village.  

Holy One, we turn our hearts outward, now. 



June 26, 2022    LYN … Love like you       Page 6 

Comfort those who recently experienced the chill of sorrow. Fill the emptiness of those who feel 
forgotten or forsaken. Strengthen those who await the results of critical medical tests, and heal of 
the bodies and spirits of those who are sick or injured.  Abide with those whose days on earth are 
waning, give them peace and confidence in Paul’s proclamation that nothing can separate them 
from your love in Christ Jesus. 

Guide those who do business here in our country, that they might be accountable not only for the 
profit they enjoy but also for the peoples’ welfare until we all join in efforts towards your vision of a 
common weal – a place of justice, equity, care for the oppressed, and care for your Creation.  

Finally, but certainly as important, we bring to you in this silence our own heartfelt prayers, for 
situations and people who need your grace, your love and healing so very much.  (silence) 

Lord, hold us in a love tough enough to embrace the crosses of life but ingenious enough to empty 
tombs. Deepen us in your love and make us ready for its sacrifices and surprises. May your kin-
dom come… your vision, your reign, your dream come here on earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: VU 333 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, vv. 1, 2 
1. Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 

2. Come, almighty to deliver; let us all thy grace receive; 
suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

Blessing 
God calls us to prepare God’s kin-dom. Go with the knowledge of who God was, who God is, and 
who God will be. Let us wonder together, now as we go from here: What does our Creator ask of 
us as disciples of the Way of Jesus? 

May the grace and peace be with each of us, today and every day.  
So, now we ask, “What does holy love look like?” 
May we allow ourselves to become that Love  
for those around us. Amen. 

Blessing Hymn: MV 115 Behold, Behold, I Make All Things New 
Behold, behold, I make all things new, beginning with you and starting from today. 
Behold, behold, I make all things new, my promise is true, for I am Christ the way. 

Postlude 
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