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ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH 
June 19, 2022 – Indigenous Day of Prayer 

Welcome to Worship 
Join us for a Zoom Virtual Coffee Time at 7:00 p.m. Sunday, June12. 

Email sketchingalong4@gmail.com to get the Zoom link. 
Prelude 

Opening Hymn: MV 135 Called by Earth and Sky, vv. 1, 4 
Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high. 
This is our sacred living trust, treasure of life sanctified, 
called by earth and sky. 

1. Precious these waters, endless seas, deep ocean’s dream, 
waters of healing, rivers of rain, the wash of love again. 

Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high. 
This is our sacred living trust, treasure of life sanctified, 
called by earth and sky. 

4. Precious the fire that lights our way, bright dawning day. 
Fire of passion, sorrows undone, our faith and justice one. 

Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high. 
This is our sacred living trust, treasure of life sanctified, 
called by earth and sky. 

Inviting Holy Light 
As we light this Christ candle, may we be mindful of the Indigenous children who were traumatized 

within the residential school system. 

May this light shine on shadowy places of memory, revealing truth courageously, and 

helping us to be ever mindful of our actions now and in the future. 

In the light of this candle, we remember the many Indigenous children who died within residential 
schools. 
May Spirit’s light open us to places long hidden and restore the memory of the children, to 
acknowledge and name them. May this light shine, gathering us into a “shalom” – a place 
of healing, where grief is expressed, trauma is healed, and reconciliation is found. Amen. 

[lights candle] 

Hymn: VU 402 We Are One, vs. 2 
2. We are one as we share, as we share brokenness and fear, 
in the touch of a hand there’s a sense that God is here. 
We are one as we care, as we heal, we are healed; 
and we share warmth in God’s embrace as we pray together in this place. 

Nurturing Safe Space 
We are all children of God. All are welcome in worship here – all backgrounds, gender identities – 
this space is open to all. 

Acknowledging Traditional Territory 
We begin this time of worship by acknowledging that we are meeting on the land of the 
Atikemeksheng Anishnawbek, and the Wahnapitae First Nation. This land has been inhabited by 
Indigenous peoples from the beginning. We thank all the generations of Indigenous people who 
have taken care of this land and been its stewards for thousands of years. We give thanks for the 
countless ways they have assisted the settler peoples who came to inhabit the land. We also 
recognize the contributions Métis, Inuit, and other Indigenous peoples have made in shaping and 
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strengthening this region, the provinces, and Canada as a whole. May the Creator hold us gently 
in this time as all mourn the loss of innocent Indigenous children’s lives. Meegwetch. All my 
relations. 

Welcome and Announcements 
Welcome to St. Andrew’s worship. We are blessed today to have the talents and musical 
leadership of Graham and Debby Laporte, and today Dan Desormeaux blesses us as our Reader. 
We are truly blessed by all of you, and by all who contribute their gifts so that we can worship, in 
sanctuary and include all who join us on YouTube.  

This is a particularly important Sunday at St. Andrew’s, and around The United Church of Canada. 
This Indigenous Day of Prayer Sunday comes each year before National Indigenous Peoples Day, 
to serve as a landmark on our journey of healing and right relations with Indigenous sisters and 
brothers. We renew our commitment to our work of Reconciliation. It begins here, in worship, and 
as we together learn how to honour Indigenous spirituality. 

Next week is the first in a journey of four weeks where we focus on our core message, “Love Your 
Neighbour” – focusing on the final aspect of it, “Loving our Neighbour who doesn’t love like us.” 
We wonder in worship together what love looks like as we were created to love. 

Those at home or if you are new here, please note the credits at the end of this worship on screen 
with contact information – Facebook, our website, email, and our phone number. You can contact 
us in many ways to say hello and allow us to get to know you. We also have a Virtual Fellowship 
time is tonight at 7:00 with hosts Bev and Diane. Diane’s email is also in the credits so you can 
request your Zoom link to Zoom Social Hour. Please join us. We’d love to see you there. 

Call to Worship 
We gather to worship, to celebrate, and to lament!  
We honour the First Nations people who call this Traditional Territory home – the 
Atikameksheng Anishnawbek and the Wahnapitae First Nations. We give thanks for their 
stewardship of the land for millennia. 

We rejoice that God calls us to be distinct, yet united. 
We praise God with joy and thanksgiving, and seek God’s wisdom for right relationship. 

Opening Prayer 

Let us pray, and I invite you to cup your hands in front of you, symbolizing how we hold sacred 
this moment, one another, and holy Presence:   
Sacred space, holding all silence; silence, holding the whole word of God; 
word of God, holding all truth for the world; truth for the world, holding every hope of life; hope of 
living, holding every grace of God; 
the grace of God, holding every moment of heaven; moments of heaven, held in sacred space; 
sacred space, holding all silence; 
in this silence, God, we meet. This we pray… 

The Prayer Jesus Taught 
… along with a newer version of the Prayer that Jesus taught: 
Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, Holy and blessed is your true name. We pray for your 
reign of peace to come, We pray that your good will be done, Let heaven and earth become 
one. Give us this day the bread we need, Give it to those who have none. Let forgiveness 
flow like a river between us, From each one to each one. Lead us to holy innocence 
Beyond the evil of our days — Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. For yours is the power 
and the glory and the mercy: Forever your name is All in One. Amen. 

Hymn: VU 307 Touch the Earth Lightly, vs. 1 
1. Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently, 
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nourish the life of the world in our care: 
gift of great wonder, ours to surrender, 
trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 

Time up Front 
This coming Tuesday we are going to celebrate Indigenous People’s Day. This is a day when the 
traditions and contributions of First Nations are remembered and celebrated. We are going to talk 
about one of these traditions right now; it is called Wampum. You may have heard about this 
relating to a wampum belt. 

Wampum is made of tubular purple and white beads that are made from shells. The shell of the 
quahog, a round clam found in Atlantic coastal waters, makes the purple shells and the whelk and 
cowrie shells make the white colour. The shells are strung together in patterns that tell a story and 
the final creation is often called a wampum belt. 

Wampum is not a gimmick or a cute relic. It has a lot of meaning. Sometimes they tell a story of a 
group of people. Other times they are used to mark agreements between peoples such as 
treaties. We might think of them as documents that define responsibilities and obligations. 

Wampum beads and wampum belts are powerful tools for recording, affirming, interpreting, and 
enshrining events of significance for First Peoples on Turtle Island. Turtle Island is the way 
Indigenous Peoples refer to North America. 

Here is an example of a wampum. It is the story of the Dish with One Spoon Treaty. The white 
beads represent all the indigenous people on the continent. They have entered into one great 
league and contract that they will be all one and have one heart. The spot in the middle is a dish 
of beaver indicating they have one dish and what belongs to one will belong to all.   

It is a record of a treaty granting hunting and fishing privileges. The tribes exchanging the belts 
agreed to use certain hunting and fishing territory in common. It was designed to promote 
peaceful coexistence. They were expected to take care of the dish and not abuse the resource. 

Here is another example of wampum.  It is a very famous wampum called the Two Row Wampum. 
The Two Row Wampum records the agreement made in 1613 in upstate New York between the 
Haudenosaunee and the Dutch government. This belt represents the first peace treaty between 
the Haudenosaunee and Europeans in which the two sides agreed to respect each other's 
cultures and to never interfere in each other's affairs. The two parallel lines of purple beads 
represent the two parties to the agreement, one row for a Haudenosaunee canoe and the other for 
a European ship, traveling, side by side. Each boat contains the owner’s culture, traditions, laws, 
language and ways of life. The white parallel lines illustrate that the two would travel in peace and 
friendship without interference.  

To accept a wampum belt in a formal council was to agree to adhere to the principles embodied in 
its woven design. The wampum thereafter served to help perpetuate the memory of the treaty. 

While many treaties were designed to offer certain government protections and assistance for “as 
long as the sun shines and the water flows,” many Indigenous people consider these broken 
promises. The descendants of treaty signatories are still trying to protect their territories using the 
land claims process and initiating right-based arguments in court.  

This is the work of Right Relations. 

Let us pray: Creator God, help us to understand better the importance of Treaties. Help us to learn 
how to take care of Creation, and to share the land, and to work for healing. Amen. 

Hymn: VU 307 Touch the Earth Lightly, vs. 4 
4. God of all living, God of all loving, 
God of the seedling, the snow and the sun, 
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teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us, 
using us gently and making us one. 

Scripture Readings (Dan Desormeaux)  
Galatians 3:26 - 29 (Common English Bible) 
You are all God’s children through faith in Christ Jesus. All of you who were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither slave nor 
free; nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. Now if you belong to Christ, 
then indeed you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to the promise. 

 
1 Kings 19: 4 – 14 (Common English Bible) 
(The prophet Elijah) went farther on into the desert a day’s journey. He finally sat down under a 
solitary broom bush. He longed for his own death: “It’s more than enough, LORD! Take my life 
because I’m no better than my ancestors.” He lay down and slept under the solitary broom bush. 

Then suddenly a messenger tapped him and said to him, “Get up! Eat something!” Elijah opened 
his eyes and saw flatbread baked on glowing coals and a jar of water right by his head. He ate 
and drank, and then went back to sleep. The LORD’s messenger returned a second time and 
tapped him. “Get up!” the messenger said. “Eat something, because you have a difficult road 
ahead of you.” Elijah got up, ate and drank, and went refreshed by that food for forty days and 
nights until he arrived at Horeb, God’s mountain. There he went into a cave and spent the night. 

The LORD’s word came to him and said, “Why are you here, Elijah?” 

Elijah replied, “I’ve been very passionate for the LORD God of heavenly forces because the 
Israelites have abandoned your covenant. They have torn down your altars, and they have 
murdered your prophets with the sword. I’m the only one left, and now they want to take my life 
too!” 

The LORD said, “Go out and stand at the mountain before the LORD. The LORD is passing by.” A 
very strong wind tore through the mountains and broke apart the stones before the LORD. But 
the LORD wasn’t in the wind. After the wind, there was an earthquake. But the LORD wasn’t in the 
earthquake. After the earthquake, there was a fire. But the LORD wasn’t in the fire. After the fire, 
there was a sound. Thin. Quiet. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his coat. He went out 
and stood at the cave’s entrance.  
 
Let us pray: God our refuge, as storms rage around us, come to us in the silence and nourish and 
strengthen us for the journey ahead. We praise you, our help and our God. Amen. 

Message: Courage to become an Ally  
Paul, in his letter to churches in today’s passage from Galatians talks about a radical new vision of 
unity: “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male 
and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”1 Doesn’t this vision of community ring true for 
us here, today, as our culture is daily acknowledging racial discrimination. We talk weekly here in 
worship about God’s kind-dom vision, a vision of common humanity, a connectedness in Creation. 
It is not a fairy tale, it is a calling all of us to radically love our neighbours instead of fearing them, 
or talking about us and them.  

Today we are reminded of the richness of Indigenous spirituality, the stories, the teachings that, 
quite honestly, our church did not respect when European Christianity were immigrants on this 
inhabited land. As we seek the unity that Paul describes, we must first listen – listen for the voices 
that have for decades been ignored, listen to the stories about the system that European 
Christianity created, most powerfully symbolized by residential schools and the unimaginable grief 

 
1 Galatians 3:28 
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as we hear about children buried in unmarked graves. I think that we all know that racism is 
around us, in us – yes, even church people. 

The call of Paul, and ultimately Christ, to unity and unconditional love is our core teaching in 
Christianity - to teach our children and grandchildren and our Sunday school children that we are 
all one, united in our love and faithfulness as followers of the teachings of Christ. We are all 
beloved children of the Creator.  

Indigenous peoples have a saying, All My Relations. The Indigenous contribution to the church is 
honoured by the Mohawk phrase “Akwe Nia'Tetewá:neren”—all my relations—on the crest. The 
four colours of the Medicine Wheel, yellow, red, black, and white, and the Mohawk words have 
been incorporated in the United Church crest since 2012. Indigenous spirituality, leadership, and 
participation are vital to the church’s life.  

That teaching goes further than Paul’s, though. Paul was speaking about people, granted he 
envisioned God’s dream of radical unity for all people, and sometimes people who had very 
different experiences, spirituality, opinions. But “All My Relations” calls us to include all living 
things as part of the Creator’s Vision: people, creatures in the water, those that fly in the air, 
everything that creeps and crawls and slithers on the ground. We all have a place in God’s great 
creation. One way to look at it is Creation as a giant spider’s web; if you pluck at one thread, the 
vibrations are felt throughout the whole web. It’s like the ripples that spread out when a pebble is 
thrown into or skipped in water.  

So this work of reconciliation, working for justice - how do we do this?  Psalm 106 paraphrased, 
says, “Joyful are those who observe justice, who work for right relations at all times.” We already 
Acknowledge the land on which we meet, that we are part of the Robinson Huron Treaty here in 
Sudbury. We recognize that there are some areas, like on Manitoulin Island, called unceded 
Territory – meaning that no Treaty was made there. 

And let us educate ourselves about culture, racism, and reconciliation. Have you read books by 
Indigenous authors, found books for your children and grandchildren? Here at St. Andrew’s we 
have been reading wonderful books by Richard Wagamese, and one of the most powerful books 
I’ve written was “Seven Fallen Feathers” by Tanya Talaga. Murray Sinclair said to a gathering of 
United Church leaders that the a key to our work is to “show up.”   

Marian and I attended the powerful exhibit “A Man of Conscience” about the Health Officer Peter 
Henderson Bryce who early in the 20th century spoke out about the horrific health realities faced 
by children in residential schools. We brought what is called a tobacco tie, Marian and I, and 
offered it in love and gratitude to the sacred fire. We were invited to walk counterclockwise around 
the Fire, to offer the tobacco with our left hand, because it is closest to our hearts. Little details 
matter when learning. 

Would you like to join with me looking for pow wows that we can attend, showing up as “allies”, 
and appreciating the power of the dance and the splendour of regalia. There are so many ways to 
“show up” – celebrating Indigenous art; writing, music, and artwork. We can seek opportunities to 
partner with the Friendship Centre down the road.  

Consider donating to our United Church of Canada’s Healing Fund, which directly supports 
projects led by Indigenous church members and others in their communities. The Healing Fund 
promotes healing initiatives for survivors of the residential school system and initiatives that 
address ongoing intergenerational impacts. Indigenous communities can apply for a grant of up to 
$15,000 toward programs centred on cultural, healing, and language projects. The Healing 
Programs Working Group, made up of representatives from diverse Indigenous communities 
across the country, determines the fund's criteria and evaluates applications.  
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So, today on Indigenous Day of Prayer, let us give thanks for the Indigenous people of our 
communities and their profound contributions to our common life together. Let us all, individually 
and collectively, seek out ways to work for reconciliation and justice. Let us be the beloved 
children of God, and love our neighbours―yes, all of them. Worldwide, people represent the 
colours of the medicine wheel, shades and combinations of yellow, red, black, and white, and also 
brown. We are all Creator’s beloved children. Thanks be to God. 

Time for Quiet Reflection (Video) 

“We Must Learn to Walk Together” – Lisa Waits 

Hymn VU 578 As a Fire is Meant for Burning 
1. As a fire is meant for burning with a bright and warming flame, 
so the church is meant for mission, giving glory to God’s name. 
Not to preach our creeds or customs, but to build a bridge of care, 
we join hands across the nations, finding neighbours everywhere. 

2. We are learners; we are teachers; we are pilgrims on the way. 
We are seekers; we are givers; we are vessels made of clay. 
By our gentle, loving actions, we would show that Christ is light. 
In a humble, listening Spirit, we would live to God’s delight. 

3. As a green bud in the springtime is a sign of life renewed, 
so may we be signs of oneness mid earth’s peoples, many-hued. 
As a rainbow lights the heavens when a storm is past and gone, 
may our lives reflect the radiance of God’s new and glorious dawn. 

Offering Moment 
Your donations will help St. Andrew’s to partner with people who help the most vulnerable 
downtown. Giving to the United Church of Canada’s Mission and Service allows us collectively to 
reach out to Ukraine and other places needing love and community. Thank you for sharing your 
time, talents, and treasures. 

Dedication Hymn: VU 300 God, Whose Farm Is All Creation, vs. 3 
3. All our labour, all our watching, 
all our calendar of care, 
in these crops of your creations, 
take, O God: they are our prayer. 

Dedication Prayer 
Bless our offerings, Holy One. Bless these gifts that we share: gifts of time, talent, and treasure. 
May they reflect our shared joy in and hopes for this beautiful earth and its varied and gifted 
inhabitants. May our gifts reach through this place and out into the world to affirm the wonder and 
delight you feel in all of your creation. Amen. 

Prayers of Community 
Tender and loving Creator, we are all part of the delicate web of life. When one thread is plucked, 
the ripples are widely felt, stronger closer to the epicentre, still felt toward the outer reaches. May 
the uncertainties and concerns we hold close to our hearts be gentled by the love we have of you, 
and the support of each other. 

You know the longing of our hearts for a just society for all of your beloved children. When we are 
cut, we bleed the same colour. When we donate blood, it provides the same life-giving sustaining 
gift with no knowledge of race; it does not exist in that little clear bag. We don’t understand the 
conflicts and hatred rampant, which aren’t new; have they always existed? We pray for people 
living in troubled places, for refugees needing homes and relocation, for people without safe 
drinking water. 
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Rabboni Jesus, may your teachings lead us all to speak the same language of loving you, 
ourselves, and our neighbours. Gentle people’s harsh feelings and opinions. Restore our gratitude 
and refresh our faith. Grant us dreams of unity and harmony. May your light and love encircle and 
envelope us all as we rest in the promise of your goodness. Living Spirit, we are all relations in 
your family. We give thanks for our blessings. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: MV 169 When Hands Reach out Beyond Divides, vv. 1, 3 
1. When hands reach out beyond divides and hope is truly found, 
each chain of hate will fall away and bells of peace shall sound, 
and bells of peace, of peace shall sound, and bells of peace shall sound, 
each chain of hate will fall away and bells of peace shall sound. 

3. When race and creed blind us no more, a neighbour’s face we’ll see, 
and we shall dance the whole world round, for love will set us free, 
for love, yes love will set us free, for love will set us free, 
and we shall dance the whole world round, for love will set us free. 

Blessing 
May we travel our lands in gentle ways, 
caring for creation as in turn she cares for us. 

Creator, may your light and love encircle and envelop us all, 
as we rest in the promise of your abundance. 

Go in peace, with wisdom and gratitude. 
All my relations. Meegwetch. Thank you, Creator. Amen. 

Blessing Hymn: VU 229 God of the Sparrow, vv. 1, 3, 6 
1. God of the sparrow, God of the whale, God of the swirling stars. 
How does the creature say Awe? How does the creature say Praise? 

3. God of the rainbow, God of the cross, God of the empty grave. 
How does the creature say Grace? How does the creature say Thanks? 
6. God of the ages, God near at hand, God of the loving heart. 
How do your children say Joy? How do your children say Home? 

Postlude 
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