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God’s Irrepressible Vision 
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March 24, 2019 

Scripture:  Isaiah 55: 1-9 

by Rev. Dave Le Grand 

Israel had been conquered by Babylon, their strongest and most talented people 
aggressively taken from their homes and transplanted to Babylon. 

Now a new empire had occupied Israel.  Emperor Cyrus of the Persian empire even 
welcomed the Israelites back from Babylon.  Coming back, though, they found it was 
not home as they remembered.  People were already living on the most desirable land, 
so there were struggles between those now living there, and the returnees.  The 
Israelites were not able to pay their debts; so bad was the situation, Nehemiah tells us, 
that some had to sell their children in order to pay debts. 

Israelites still feel as if they are in exile, returning to Judah.  Isaiah’s prophecy is 
directed at these people:  

Come, all you who are thirsty,  
    come to the waters; 
and you who have no money, 
    come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
    without money and without cost. 

It might seem like a pipe-dream in such a context, finding peace in tumultuous time, for 
those who feel Displaced… Exhausted… Spiritually rootless…  But isn’t it in those times 
that people need the holy voice of a prophet; imaginings that inspire… HOPE.  This is a 
powerful tradition, God sending prophets.  Prophets: faithful people who feel called by 
God to speak in God’s voice.  Sometimes prophets speak truth to power when leaders 
are not listening to God.  Prophets also speak words of hope when God’s people feel 
demoralized. 

The Jewish healer, teacher, antagonizer we follow named Jesus Inherited this prophetic 
spirit.  He spoke truth to power with such resolve that his path to Jerusalem was a 
journey to the cross.  People who abuse systems of authority don’t like truth tellers.  
Jesus was crucified, his followers had given up hope.  Cowering in an upper room, they 
experienced the unexpected; Jesus appeared to them, breathing peace upon them, 
reminding them that all was not lost, God who guided the Israelites out of slavery in 
Egypt and into a new land… That God had never left the followers of Jesus after his 
death. 

So today, God grants us a glimpse of something wondrous even as we feel 
demoralized, hopeless, or at least very uncertain.  It is an age-old story, God sending 
messengers when God’s children feel hopeless, planting hope in their hearts.  When 
God’s people feel lost, God’s voice speaks through prophets and casts new visions. 

…Like the visions of people forming a protective ring around the mosques in New 
Zealand at the Friday Prayers a week after those horrific shootings.  I don’t know about 
you, but was profoundly moved by that.  And that Prime Minister of New Zealand, what 
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an inspiration, preaching from a secular pulpit that they must be community, that 
immigrants and refugees had chosen New Zealand as home… that “they” are “us” and 
offering a lesson in peace to the United States, with vision and courage, New Zealand 
has banned assault rifles. 

Prophets are among us today, I believe that truly and deeply.  Their visions connect with 
those who suffer, their truthfulness in the face of injustice plants fear in the hearts of 
those who benefit from evil systems in our world.  Make no mistake, God is powerfully 
at work in our world.  Prophets are in every tradition and culture, their visions are 
anything but pipe-dreams.  Amen. 


