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Called by Jesus to the “Level Place”  

A sermon shared with the congregation of St. Andrew’s United Church 

January 6, 2019 

Scripture:  Jeremiah 33:14-16 

by Rev. Dave Le Grand 

The Gospel of Matthew has a similar story of Jesus proclaiming “Blessed are …”, but 
from on a hill.  In Luke’s story today, Jesus has been up on a hill getting away from the 
press of masses of people, to pray.  He has named his 12 apostles, and Jesus comes 
down from the hill, to a level place with the people he is talking with. 

One scholar points us to a code here; a connection with Jesus’ Jewish roots, what “level 
place” means in the Hebrew Scriptures. 

The word for “level” often refers to places of corpses, disgrace, suffering, misery, 
hunger, and mourning.1  Jesus teaches the way of the Realm in the midst of the 
world as such a level place. 

Remember Jesus aggravating his hometown synagogue?  He chose to read from the 
prophet Isaiah – God’s vision of liberation of captives, the blind made to see – then, 
Jesus proceeded to preach about how those whom God cared especially for were not 
Israelites, not the faithful synagogue goers; they were in fact those despised by Israel.  
Jesus was saying: look around, all of you worshipping today.  You think you should be 
first in line for a miracle, you are last.  Jesus’ home congregation were not impressed. 

Ok, so my job up here is to preach Good News.  But that will have to wait a moment or 
two, because today that same no-holds-barred Jesus is back.  Where in Matthew’s 
version of Jesus proclaiming “blessed are...”  Matthew’s Jesus says:  Blessed are the 
poor in spirit… Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness…  Luke’s 
Jesus is straightforward, even blunt:  Blessed are the poor.  Blessed are the hungry. 

Not a lot of wiggle room for me when I’m, well, I am not poor.  I am definitely not 
hungry.  Along with the “Blessed are you…” statements, 4 of them (Blessed are: the 
poor; the hungry; those who weep, and; you whom people revile), there are 
accompanying “Woe to you …” statements (Woe to you: who are rich; who are full; who 
laugh, and; you of whom people speak well.) 

Anne Lamott is a refreshingly candid author who speaks of hitting deep-down lows in 
her life in her book Travelling Mercies.  She recounts her many mistakes and 
misfortunes in her life, and also of discovering a beaten-up old church, the music 
emanating from it, that beckons her somehow.  Lamott got involved with a man, became 
pregnant, and then found out that he was married. 

One of her lowest moments in life was aborting her pregnancy.  She spent the next few 
days in a codeine and alcohol daze.  She had been to the church a few times, always 
leaving before the sermon. In her words: 

When I went back to church, I was so hungover that I couldn’t stand up for the 
songs, and this time I stayed for the sermon, which I thought was so ridiculous, 
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like someone trying to convince me of the existence of extraterrestrials, but the 
last song was so deep and raw and pure that I could not escape.  It was as if the 
people were singing in between the notes, weeping and joyful at the same time, 
and I felt like their voices or something was rocking me in its bosom, holding me 
like a scared kid, and I opened up to that feeling – and it washed over me…  

That experience was so moving that she left, crying, before the Blessing at the end of 
the service.  At home she had what she called her moment of conversion, saying out 
loud, “All right. You can come in."2 

The bad news is that many of us, most of us, are comfortable.  We might not consider 
ourselves rich, but compared to two-thirds of the population of our world, we are.  The 
Good News that Jesus presents for comfortable listeners – ancient and modern seekers 
to follow Jesus – that Good News is that we have a choice.  Our hearts break as we 
hear devastating stories like the story of loss and bottoming out of Anne Lamott.  We 
worship today in the heart of Sudbury, where homelessness and addiction seem to 
crush lives. 

But that is not the whole story of this downtown community, just as Jesus saying “Woe 
to you who are rich…” is not at all the last word to us. 

We the relatively speaking rich, the reasonably full, are invited today to be changed by 
our Creator.  Later in Luke, in chapter 18, Jesus encounters an influential man who asks 
Jesus, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Jesus asks him if he follows the 
Commandments. Well, yes.  “Then just one more thing you must do.  Sell all you own 
and give the money to the poor.”  The man could not do that because he was very 
wealthy. 3  The tragedy, according to Luke, was not that he was rich, the problem was 
his attitude, his attachment, to money & “stuff”.  Luke’s Jesus over and over again 
paints a fuller picture of the kin-dom, God’s Realm, God’s order of things that requires of 
anyone who wants in, that we let go of stuff. 

That is not easy to do.  When I was young and backpacked across Europe for six 
months, I had very limited space to put new things.  I constantly contended with my 
temptation to collect stuff.  Paris… Florence... Italy...  A little trinket here, a figurine 
there.  I successfully resisted the temptation.  I then came home, finished school, and 
started to make money.  With the pressure of travel and a small backpack gone, living in 
manses… eventually my own house.  I have grown attached to things.  How about you?  
Do you have “stuff” that you grow attached to? 

The more stuff I collect, the more comfortable my financial reality, the more challenging 
it is to remember that our collective faith roots itself in stories of our ancestors – Moses 
and Miriam leading refugees out of Egypt hungry and thirsty, and all they had to carry 
them in the desert was God’s promise of a new land of milk and honey.  Abraham and 
Sarah, migrants who left home, and followed God into a strange land – utter trust in the 
Creator. 

We may not face the devastating losses of Anne Lamott, desperate for hope, and 
finding it in a dilapidated church.  We may not truly understand the reality faced by a 
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stranger we pass on Larch Street, huddled near the St Andrew’s door; hoping for a little 
warmth, yearning for a little compassion.  What I think we can do is to take time this 
week to take stock, you and I, of what we have – our “stuff”.  Whether they are clothes 
we haven’t worn for years or items we have ignored – consider letting them go.  But 
how about that wealth that Jesus in Luke warns us of.  What do our VISA statements, 
our budgets, say about how you and I follow in Jesus’ Way?  Is it Good News, or do you 
have some work to do to truly let go… to give more generously… to get down to from 
our high perches of comfort to join Jesus and his friends – the poor, the hungry, those 
who weep, those who are reviled – on the level place.  THIS my friends, this worship 
space, needs to be that level place where we connect at a deep, human, level.  Connect 
with those who suffer, who grieve, who are judged, who are mocked, those who are 
vulnerable.  This is Good News when are prepared to look anew at our lives through 
this lens of the level place. 

This becomes Good News when we make a decision to let go, piece-by-piece of “stuff” 
in our lives, and when we open our hearts just a little more to a holy voice calling us 
down from our disconnected places down to the level place of connection with a world 
that needs us. 


